
 Reflections from Rose Duhon-Sells, NAME’s Founding Mother
Welcome to the 30th Anniversary! 

Wow! As humanity grapples with the twin pandemics of the coronavirus and racism, I wonder how may I ever 
express my gra>tude, adequately for 30 years of service, hard work, struggle and courage that you have all 
expressed to maintain the strength to con>nue the work of teaching people who pretend not to know the 
obstacles in our path as a culturally diverse popula>on? And there have been other people who had a hidden 
agenda because in their minds they knew of a beCer way to do what we have been doing successful for three 
decades! 

Thirty years ago, I said to anyone who would listen with an open mind that the Na>onal Associa>on for 
Mul>cultural Educa>on (NAME) has one mission, a mission that would evolve over the years. NAME knows and 
has always known that Black Lives MaCer! We have always known the horrific oppression of Black, Indigenous and 
People of color (BIPOC) has always been a fact in this country. But because the cameras are now on, it is hard for 
people to turn their backs. Addressing these concerns, however, must change and evolve.  

With your help and hard work we have created an organiza>on with an awesome impact on teaching and learning 
and rela>onships across this culturally diverse society. We joined forces and helped individuals learn about more 
their culture, and they are strengthened by the knowledge they acquire about other cultures. Because of mul>ple 
global pandemics now, this is a cri>cal >me for NAME’s ongoing work.  

Please join me in using NAME’s 30th anniversary as an incen>ve for our young members to aspire to assume 
leadership roles in the organiza>on. Then we can all par>cipate in moving the associa>on to its highest heights. 
The magnitude of this organiza>on was not created by one or two people. It was created by the par>cipa>on and 
contribu>on of the en>re NAME family. 

I have a request for each person reading this leCer—Please make a commitment to invite, encourage and even 
insist that at least five of your friends and colleagues, par>cipate in NAME’s ac>vi>es so they may benefit from 
and enjoy all that NAME has to offer. 

Thirty years ago I had an idea for NAME, but no money. What I did have then was an unstoppable drive, 
determina>on and commitment to create an organiza>on in which people would have a forum to exchange ideas 
and learn about Mul>cultural Educa>on. As a single parent, I used my credit card with a $5,000 limit and charged 
$20,000. Through the grace of God and with the help of G. Pritchy Smith, we had our first conference, which was 
very successful. That’s when everything started coming together.  The founding members joined forces. We built 
strong rela>onships, contribu>ng, suppor>ng and building the organiza>on. NAME con>nues to func>on on the 
contribu>ons of many outstanding hard-working volunteers. 

Founding NAME has been one of the highlights of my life. I o]en think God selected me to give life to this 
incredible idea and used me to embrace the goodness, generosity, love and support of many to make it a reality. 

Despite the pandemics, my vision for the future of this great organiza>on is to see our members’ research and 
ac>vism improve the quality of educa>on for all school-age children across the globe, by helping all educators to 
teach from a Mul>cultural prospec>ve. I pray that we con>nue our strong commitment to research, networking 
and providing needed assistance to new/young upcoming educators, ensuring they are strong Mul>cultural 
Educa>on leaders of tomorrow. I envision NAME and its leaders being recognized interna>onally as THE 
clearinghouse for knowledge and wisdom on Mul>cultural Educa>on. Together we will improve educa>on for all! 
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